Congress of the United States
Wasbington, D. 0. 20515

April 24, 2020

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

Thank you for your announcement of COVID-19 related relief for our nation’s farmers and
ranchers. The support is critically needed.

As USDA begins the rule-making process to implement the relief package, we urge you to
ensure help is effective and as immediate as possible based on available resources.

In the case of cattle alone, losses have soared to over $13.6 billion since January while available
relief under the package is $5.1 billion. This gap between losses and relief is true across the
entire spectrum of agricultural producers, including specialty and row crop farmers, dairymen,
and pork and other livestock producers.

Given producers will suffer heavy losses even with the help provided under the relief package,
we urge that relief not be further reduced by payment limitations that would harm real family
farmers (of both specialty and row crops), ranchers, livestock and dairy producers. Pay limits
may have a place in Farm Bill debates and may even be necessary in the context of trade

aid. But, if the goal of this emergency package is to support critical infrastructure and industry,
it needs to flow in proportion to production, risk, and losses.

We further urge that USDA develop a method of paying producers that will not discriminate
against producers who marketed their crop or used risk management practices, including hedging
and forward contracts. These are crucial to producers managing enormous risks.

We also urge USDA not to exclude producers of any crop from relief. The damage being
inflicted by COVID-19 is worsening by the day and relief based on today’s level of injury may
not reflect needs a month or even a week from now. In addition, the broader agricultural supply
chain beyond the farm-gate is also in need of critical relief and should be included in the next
assistance package developed by USDA.

Finally, we would note that Congress did approve another $14 billion for the CCC, although this
is not the full replenishment you requested and it will not be available until this

summer. Nonetheless, we urge USDA to include this amount in this relief package in order to
address the concerns we have outlined and offer relief in phases as you did so successfully under
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the Market Facilitation Program. We stand ready to provide further resources to cover additional

losses in the coming months if needed.

Thank you once again for leadership in providing critical aid to our farmers, ranchers, livestock

and dairy producers.

Sincerely,
Kevin McCarthy

House Republican Leader
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House Republican Conference Chair

Rick Crawford
Member of Congress
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Rodney Davis
Member of Congress

i
Steve Scalise
House Republican Whip
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K. Michael Conaway
Ranking Member,
House Agriculture Committee
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Austin Scott
Member of Congress
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Tom Emmer
Member of Congress



Jim Hagedorn
Member of Congress

Trent Kelly
Member of Congress

Dusty Johnson
Member of Congress

Doug Collins
Member of Congress

James Comer
Member of Congress

Ralph Abraham, M.D.
Member of Congress

Glenn "GT" Thompson

Member of Congress

John Shimkus
Member of Congress

Mario Diaz-Balart
Member of Congress

Rick Allen
Member of Congress

Steven M. Palazzo
Member of Congress

Jodey C. Arrington
Member of Congress

Tom Rice
Member of Congress

Ron Wright
Member of Congress
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Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

W. Gregory Steube
Member of Congress

Ted S. Yoho, D.V.M.
Member of Congress

Ralph Norman
Member of Congress

French Hill
Member of Congress

Michael Guest
Member of Congress

Mike Bost
Member of Congress

Rob Bishop
Member of Congress

Denver Riggleman
Member of Congress

Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress

Adam Kinzinger
Member of Congress

Troy Balderson
Member of Congress

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

Chuck Fleischmann
Member of Congress



David Rouzer
Member of Congress

Greg Gianforte
Member of Congress

Lance Gooden
Member of Congress

Devin Nunes
Member of Congress

Andy Harris, M.D.
Member of Congress

John Joyce, M.D.
Member of Congress

Vicky Hartzler
Member of Congress

Jason Smith
Member of Congress

Mike Rogers
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Roger Marshall, M.D.

Member of Congress

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

Roger Williams
Member of Congress

Guy Reschenthaler
Member of Congress

David P. Roe, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Frank Lucas
Member of Congress

Jackie Walorski
Member of Congress

Bruce Westerman
Member of Congress

Steve Womack
Member of Congress

Billy Long
Member of Congress

Clay Higgins
Member of Congress

Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress

Debbie Lesko
Member of Congress

Brian Babin, D.D.S.
Member of Congress

Blaine Luetkemeyer
Member of Congress

Brett Guthrie
Member of Congress

Mike Turner
Member of Congress

Larry Bucshon, M.D.
Member of Congress

Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Anthony Gonzalez
Member of Congress



John H. Rutherford
Member of Congress

Ross Spano
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Kelly Armstrong
Member of Congress

Jim Banks
Member of Congress

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.

Member of Congress

Ann Wagner
Member of Congress

Jeff Duncan
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud
Member of Congress

Steve Stivers
Member of Congress

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Andy Barr
Member of Congress

Mike Gallagher
Member of Congress

George Holding
Member of Congress

Congress of the United States

Wastington, D. (. 20515

Alex X. Mooney
Member of Congress

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Member of Congress

Richard Hudson
Member of Congress

Mike Kelly
Member of Congress

Martha Roby
Member of Congress

Sam Graves
Member of Congress

David Kustoff
Member of Congress

Greg Pence
Member of Congress

Bill Flores
Member of Congress

John Rose
Member of Congress

Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
Member of Congress

Tom Reed
Member of Congress

John R. Curtis
Member of Congress

Robert B. Aderholt
Member of Congress

Mike Johnson
Member of Congress
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Ron Estes
Member of Congress

Bill Huizinga
Member of Congress

Mike Simpson
Member of Congress

Steve Watkins
Member of Congress

Gus A. Bilirakis
Member of Congress

A. Drew Ferguson, IV D.M.D.

Member of Congress

John Moolenaar
Member of Congress

F. James Sensenbrenner
Member of Congress

Greg Walden
Member of Congress

Dan Bishop
Member of Congress

Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
Member of Congress

Markwayne Mullin
Member of Congress

Williams Timmons
Member of Congress

Tom Cole
Member of Congress

Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress
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Elise Stefanik
Member of Congress

Russ Fulcher
Member of Congress

Bradley Byrne
Member of Congress

Kevin Hern
Member of Congress

Jim Baird
Member of Congress

Mac Thornberry
Member of Congress

Will Hurd
Member of Congress

Bill Posey
Member of Congress

Tim Burchett
Member of Congress

Garret Graves
Member of Congress





